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WELCOME
D

ear friends, Jesus said, “Come unto me, ALL you that are weary and
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” All of us in the LGBTQ+
community know what it’s like to carry a heavy burden, and we know what
it’s like to do that in secret. Too often we’ve not heard these words of comfort
and healing from the Church, but have instead been shunned from the very
communities that are supposed to show love, grace, mercy, and healing. In
so doing, the Church has failed to recognize the beauty and wonder of God’s
creation, and has sinned in the rejection of her very own children.
Today, we invite the wider community to come together to declare and
celebrate the vastness of creation that reflects the endless possibilities that
begin in God. We come together to turn again toward one another in truth,
in healing, and in communion. We come to worship a God who is beyond all
our classifications, all of our categories, and even language itself, and whose
holiness, and complete transcendence, is the epitome of the word Queer.
Today, we commemorate the Rev. Pauli Murray, a Queer saint who blazed
paths for justice both in and out of the Church.
We recognize this place to be Queer-space, because it is God’s space. This
space is Queer-space, your space, because you are God’s beloved. As St. Paul
wrote: For all things are yours, whether the world or life or death or the
present or the future all belong to you, and you belong to Christ, and Christ
belongs to God.
In this space, may you find rest for your soul, hope for the world, and love to
set your heart on fire!
There is Good News for us, for we too are called God’s Beloved! Here at this
Table, you are more than simply honored guests, for you are Children of the
Most High.

WELCOME HOME!

COMMEMORATION OF PAULI MURRAY
Pauli Murray was an early and committed civil rights activist
and the first African American woman priest ordained in the
Episcopal Church.
Born in Baltimore in 1910, Murray was raised in Durham,
North Carolina, and graduated from Hunter College in 1933.
After seeking admission to graduate school at the University
of North Carolina in 1938, she was denied entry due to her
race. She went on to graduate from Howard University Law
School in 1944. While a student at Howard, she participated
in sit-in demonstrations that challenged racial segregation in
drugstores and cafeterias in Washington, DC. Denied admission to Harvard University
for an advanced law degree because of her gender, Murray received her Masters of
Law from the University of California, Berkeley, in 1945.
In 1948 the Women’s Division of Christian Service of the Methodist Church hired
Murray to compile information about segregation laws in the South. Her research
led to a 1951 book, States’ Laws on Race and Color, which became a foundational
document for Thurgood Marshall in his work on the decisive Supreme Court decision
Brown v. Board of Education in 1954.
Committed to dismantling barriers of race, Murray saw the civil rights and women’s
movements as intertwined and believed that black women had a vested interest in the
women’s movement. In recent years, scholars have brought to light Murray’s complex
sexual and gender identity, including her attempts to access testosterone therapy as
early as the 1930s.
In later life, she discerned a call to ordained ministry and began studies at General
Theological Seminary in 1973. She was ordained as a deacon in June 1976, and, on
January 8, 1977, she was ordained as a priest at Washington National Cathedral.
Murray served at Church of the Atonement in Washington, D.C., from 1979 to 1981
and at Holy Nativity Church in Baltimore until her death in 1985.
Murray’s books include the family memoir Proud Shoes: Story of an American Family
(1956) and the personal memoir Song in a Weary Throat: An American Pilgrimage (1987).

FE ATURED ORGANIZATION
E

ach year you donations have a
direct impact on this community.
Our offering collection this year is
directed to Bryant’s Bridge, specifically
their Gender Affirming Care fund.
Bryant’s Bridge envisions a world where
all youth have access to full acceptance,
safety, honor and understanding of self, and freedom to develop into the individuals
they are meant to be, regardless of societal structures that marginalize and present
obstacles to that end. Bryant’s Bridge offers a range of support options for LGBTQIA+
youth in Knoxville. From housing to education and case management programs,
Bryant’s Bridge is here to help Knoxville youth.
We are excited to feature Bryant’s Bridge in this year’s Pride Mass. You can drop a
donation into today’s offering collection or go to the link below to make an online
donation. Please also pick up information on Bryant’s Bridge at
the mini-Pride after the service.
To donate to Bryant’s Bridge or to sign-up for news from the
Episcopal Church in East Tennessee, scan this code:

THIS YE AR’S PRE ACHER

The Rev. Kimberly S. Jackson is the Vicar for the Episcopal
Church of the Common Ground in Atlanta, Georgia. She is
also a state Senator for Georgia District 41. Common Ground
is a church without walls that serves people who are currently
unhoused.

Rev. Jackson is a public theologian and a fierce community
activist. Kim works to end the death penalty, co-creates Church
with people who are unhoused, and is passion-ate about
sharing the liberating Gospel of Christ. When she’s not wearing
a collar, you can find Kim in the garden planting a variety of
crops.
Kim is a graduate of Furman University, Candler School of Theology at Emory
University, and Virginia Theological Seminary. She and her spouse, Trina, live on a
small hobby farm in Stone Mountain with goats, ducks, bees, and chickens.

Opening Voluntaries

Malcolm Archer

Draw Near with Faith, An Evening Litany, Cantilene

Opening Hymn

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #641
“All Are Welcome”

We begin our worship with
song. By beginning in song,
we set apart this time from
the rest of our busy lives
and “enter in God’s courts
with praise...” to quote the
Psalmist.
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Opening Acclamation
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

Welcome to you, for you are Christ’s body, Christ’s work in
the world.
Amen. Christ is our light, the joy of our salvation.
Praise and glory to Christ, God’s new beginning for humanity.
Amen. Love and devotion to God,
who brings us healing in Christ Jesus,
and who in the Spirit calls all to holiness.

Song of Praise

Wonder, Love, and Praise Hymn #752, verse 1

“There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in this Place”
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Collect of the Day
Bishop
People
Bishop
These prayers concern the
themes of the day and
prepare us for hearing the
readings from scripture. The
first prayer is the collect for
Pauli Murray. The second
prayer is for the Church.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Liberating God, we thank you for the steadfast courage
of your servant Pauli Murray, who fought long and well:
Unshackle us from the chains of prejudice and fear, that we
may show forth the reconciling love and true freedom which
you revealed in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry
out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see
and know that things which were cast down are being raised
up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and
that all things are being brought to their perfection by him
through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ
our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for the readings.
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The First Reading
Lector

Isaiah 61:1-4

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

T

he spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord has
anointed me; God has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty
to the captives and release to the prisoners, to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn, to provide for those who mourn
in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead
of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the
planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up
the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations.

Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

The Response
Lector

People
Lector
People
Lector
People
Lector
People

Psalm 119:17-24

We will read the following psalm responsively by the whole verse.
Deal bountifully with your servant, *
that I may live and keep your word.
Open my eyes, that I may see *
the wonders of your law.
I am a stranger here on earth; *
do not hide your commandments from me.
My soul is consumed at all times *
with longing for your judgments.
You have rebuked the insolent; *
cursed are they who stray from your commandments!
Turn from me shame and rebuke, *
for I have kept your decrees.
Even though rulers sit and plot against me, *
I will meditate on your statutes.
For your decrees are my delight, *
and they are my counselors.
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At each Eucharist, we have
four readings of scripture.
The usual pattern is an
Old Testament reading, a
Psalm which is a response
to the first reading, a New
Testament reading, typically
from one of the letters in
the New Testament, and
a Gospel reading from
Matthew, Mark, Luke, or
John.

The Second Reading
Lector

Galatians 3:23-29

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians.

N

ow before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded
under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the
law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no
longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.

Lector
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Hymn #650

“In Christ There is no East or West”
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The Holy Gospel
Deacon
People

Mark 12:1-12

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus began to speak to the chief priests, the scribes, and the
elders in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence
around it, dug a pit for the wine press, and built a watchtower;
then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.
When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to
collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard.
But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away emptyhanded. And again he sent another slave to them; this one
they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another,
and that one they killed. And so it was with many others;
some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other,
a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.’ But those tenants said to one another, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be
ours.’ So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the
vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will
come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others.
Have you not read this scripture:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?”
When they realized that he had told this parable against
them, they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowd.
So they left him and went away.

Deacon
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

We now sing verses 3 & 4 of the Sequence Hymn.

Homily		

Vicar, Episcopal Church of the Common Ground, Atlanta

A moment of silence is observed for reflection.
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The Rev. Sen. Kim Jackson

We remain standing to
hear the Gospel, literally
translated as “Good News,”
and speak acclamations
before and after the reading
because we believe Christ
is present with us in the
reading of the Gospel.

Prayers of the People
Intercessor

All
Intercessor
We pray for the Church,
the nation, and the world.
Tonight we pray especially
for the LGBTQ+ community.

All
Intercessor

All
Intercessor

All
Intercessor

All
Intercessor
All

In peace and in faith, let us offer our prayers, saying, “Hear us,
O Christ.”
Guide and direct your holy Church; fill it with love and truth;
and grant it that unity which is your will.
Hear us, O Christ.
Enlighten all your people in the Church with knowledge and
understanding, that by their lives they may proclaim your
word of grace and love.
Hear us, O Christ.
We pray for those who work for your justice in the world
for LGBTQ+ people, both in your Church and in our
communities. May we never be blind to the injustices of
homophobia, transphobia, sexism, or racism in our world.
Hear us, O Christ.
Give your wisdom to the leaders of the world that in all things
they may do your will, for your glory, and for the common
good.
Hear us, O Christ.
Heal the sick in body, mind or spirit, especially those with
HIV/AIDS and those who care for them. We pray also for
those who provide for the homeless, the hungry and the
destitute.
Hear us, O Christ.
We pray for those LGBTQ+ people wounded and ostracized
by your Church.
Hear us, O Christ.

All

We pray for our enemies, persecutors and slanderers, and pray
that you may turn our hearts to know and love them as you
do.
Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor

Hear us as we remember those who have died:

Intercessor

For all victims of violence and hate crimes, especially those
forty-nine who died six years ago at the Pulse Nightclub, and
those who died in Buffalo, New York, and Uvalde, Texas;
For those lost to suicide, especially LGBTQ+ youth;
For all victims of HIV/AIDS;
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For the numerous queer and trans people who have been
killed in hate motivated violence;
And for all LGBTQ+ people whose names we do not know.
All

Grant us with them a share in your eternal glory.
Hear us, O Christ.

Intercessor

We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation:

You may now share your own prayers either silently in your hearts or aloud.
Intercessor
All
Intercessor

All

For all our prayers:
Hear us, O Christ.
We give our thanks this day for celebrating our diversity as
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight, cis-gendered,
non-binary, intersex, asexual, and queer people created in the
image of you God our Creator. May we all be strengthened in
our witness in being faithful to your gospel.
Hear us, O Christ.

The celebrant concludes the prayers with the following collect

Holy Wisdom, in your loving kindness you created us and
continue to sustain us; hear our prayers and inspire us with
your truth, that we may love you with our whole minds and
run to you with open hearts, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Confession
Deacon

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All

God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you,
opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
Forgive us, restore us, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ
that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

Bishop

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.
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We confess ours sins
together as a community,
knowing that none of us
are perfect and that we all
make mistakes. God in God’s
abundant love and mercy
forgives us our sins and we
receive absolution from the
bishop.

Peace
Bishop
People

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
At this time, a monetary
offering is collected and
the altar is prepared for the
Eucharist, also known as
communion.

Offertory
“Sing a New Church”
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Presentation Hymn

Community of Christ Sings, Hymn #54

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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The Great Thanksgiving
The bishop begins the
Eucharist with a dialogue
spoken between the
congregation and himself.
These words have been
spoken by Christians for
over 2,000 years.

Bishop
People
Bishop
People
Bishop
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Bishop then continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God,
source of life abundant. From before time you made ready
the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon, and stars; winds and waters; and
every living thing.
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your
ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away;
and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not
forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness
of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels
in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our
voices to magnify you as we sing:

Sanctus		

Hymnal 1982, Hymn S-129
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The Bishop then continues

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To
deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the
riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus
the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts
and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the
poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for
him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to
be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his
friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave
it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he
gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever
you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and
remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and is
and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine,
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon
these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your
new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have
made.
In the fullness of time, bring us with the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Pauli Murray, and all your saints, from every tribe and
language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet
prepared from the foundation of the world. Through Christ
and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

All

Amen.

Bishop

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
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This prayer reminds us of
God’s wonderful works
throughout history, invites
us to receive the sacrament,
and asks for the Holy Spirit
to bless us and the gifts of
bread and wine. The words
of institution, the words
Jesus used in instituting
the Lord’s Supper, are a
highlight of this prayer.

All

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
		 on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
		 who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem

Earlier in the service, the
Gospel was proclaimed to
the entire congregation.
Here, each member of the
congregation individually
receives the elements of
communion, the body of our
glorified and risen Lord. If
you prefer a blessing instead
of communion, cross your
arms over your chest and
the clergy will give you a
blessing. After receiving
communion, you are invited
to step to the chapel side of
the altar to receive prayers
for healing.

Hymnal 1982, Hymn S-155

Invitation
Bishop

This is the table, not of the righteous, but of the poor in spirit.
It is made ready for those who love God and who want to love
God more. So come, you who have much faith and you who
have little. You who have been here often and you who have
not been for a long time or ever before. You who have tried to
follow and all of us who have failed. These are the gifts of God
for the People of God. Christ invites everyone to be known and
fed here.
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Communion Hymn

Hymnal 1982, Hymn #325

“Let Us Break Bread Together”
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Communion Hymn

Hymnal 1982, Hymn #304

“I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord”
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Post-Communion Prayer
Bishop

Let us pray.

All

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life
and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and
one another; and you have made us one with all your people
in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to
the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ
our Savior. Amen.

Blessing
Closing Hymn

The Hymnal 1982 Hymn #599
“Lift Every Voice and Sing”

Out of respect for the Black national anthem,
we will remain standing in place for the singing of this hymn.
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We are now sent out into
the world to be the hands
and feet of Christ in our own
lives.

Dismissal
Closing Voluntary

Malcolm Archer
Carillon
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THANKS
Many thanks to the clergy and people of St. James Episcopal Church, Knoxville, for hosting Pride
Mass this year. Thanks to Sinead Doherty, The Rev. RJ Powell, and William Simerly for their planning
of this event. Appreciation goes to Church of the Good Samaritan, Knoxville, for their support of the
mini-Pride reception. Thanks also to the LGBTQ+ and East Tennessee community for participating
in today’s service.
Thank you to all those who contributed to leadership in worship today, including:
Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. Brian L. Cole
Homilist: The Rev. Sen. Kim Jackson
Deacon: The Rev. Sarai Wender
Organist: Alvin Blount
Livestream: Drew Jeske-Polyak, Kevin Jeske-Polyak
Sound: Margaret Bickley
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